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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of April Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 19th April, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy,  P. McQuillan,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services





D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services








J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk






B. Woods, Head of Finance






E. Walsh, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






B. Fennell, County Librarian






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

Apologies:

Cllr. P. McGeough






Cllr. I. Munster


 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 61/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of Monthly Council Meeting held on 15th March 2010 be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes of meeting held on 15th February, 2010 Cllr. M. Bellew stated that in relation to the reports from the review group on the midwifery led unit he was accused of not giving the full facts and asked that the recommendations of the Conlon report and the Kinder Report as read out by him be written into the record.  Cllr. D. Breathnach stated that when Cllr. Bellew quoted the sections of the two reports he did not clarify that the midwifery led unit would be reviewed arising from which a decision would be taken on it’s roll-out to other units.
Minute No. 62/10
Minutes for Noting

The minutes of meetings of the following Committees, as circulated with the Agenda, were noted:-

a) Ardee Area Committee



25/02/10

b) Drogheda East & West Area Committee

01/03/10

c) Dundalk South/Carlingford Area Committee
08/03/10

d) Corporate Policy Group



05/03/10

e) SPC Transportation



           12/02/10
Minute No. 63/10
SPC Chairpersons Reports
The Chairpersons of the following SPC’s gave verbal reports on proceedings of meetings held as follows:-
· Housing – meeting held on 15th March – Chairman Cllr. J. Rayn

· Transportation – meeting held on  7th April – Chairman Cllr. F. Maher

· Economic Development & Future Planning – meeting held on 8th April report presented by Cllr. D. Breathnach on behalf of Chairman Cllr. T. Brennan.

Cllr. F. Godfrey raised the issue of Travellers coming into County Louth and queried the ownership of lands at Collon.

Minute No. 64/10
Section 183 Notice – Disposal of Land at Muchgrange and Mullabane
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved:-

That the disposal of land at Muchgrange and Mullabane to Freshwater Transport International Ltd., in accordance with the terms of a notice under Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, served on the members on the 7th April, 2010 be approved.

Following a question on the current cast iron pipe it was clarified that the proposal was to connect to the Cooley water supply.
Minute No. 65/10
Date for Annual Meeting
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved
That the Annual Meeting will be held on 21st June 2010, which will be followed by the June Monthly Meeting.
Minute No. 66/10
Louth Transport Study
A presentation on the Louth Transport Study was given by Fitzpatrick Associates which included the work involved, the challenges to be faced, the perception by the general public, the key findings of the study, and details of the suggested strategy.  A discussion followed with a number of suggestions made which included the issue of travel cards to 2nd and 3rd level students as part of the Children’s Alliance, a free bus service, payment of which to be through the tax system, the provision of a bus service from Drogheda housing estates to Drogheda train station in order to alleviate the parking issues at the train station, and the need for proper co-ordination of the various transport services
Minute No. 67/10
Dundalk to Cavan Routes and Review of Dundalk to Sligo Route
A presentation on the above route was given by Michael Conroy & Colm Acton which included the study brief, the aim of the study, and details of the evaluation of options.   A discussion followed with a query on the appraisal of Option 3 and Option 4 and a suggestion of a link road between the R178 and the N53.  Following a query on the decision on the final route it was clarified by G. Kelly, Senior Engineer that the route as detailed by Roughan & O’ Donovan was accepted by the Steering committee and the Dept. of Transport.
Minute No. 68/10
Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved:-

That Standing Orders be suspended in order to permit the meeting to continue past 12.45 p.m.
Minute No. 69/10
Comhairle na nỐg
A presentation on the work of Comhairle na nOg  and their priorities for 2010 which included proposals for dealing with issues such as youth voices, information sharing, bullying, age friendly county, and cross border work was given by Sadhbh Lambert, Siyeta Ramesh, Padraig Duffy, and Shannon Glenholmes.  A short discussion followed with votes of congratulations on achievements to date and best wishes for 2010 being extended by the members.
Minute No. 70/10

Draft Annual Report 2009
Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved:-

That the Draft Annual Report as presented on the Agenda be adopted as the Annual Report for 2009 in accordance with the requirements of Section 221 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the insertion of some outstanding statistical information.
Minute No. 71/10

Draft Regional Planning Guidelines
A presentation on the Draft Regional Planning Guidelines detailing the following elements was given by Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner
· Population changes & targets
· Settlement strategy
· Identified areas for future economic growth & development
· Key physical infrastructural needs of the region
· Bus, Rail & Port policy
· Energy
· Telecommunications – Kelvin project
· Environment & Amenities
· Social Infrastructure & Community Development
· Flood risk appraisal
Following comments of appreciation from the members on the presentation a number of suggestions were made in relation to presentations at future meetings:-

· A proposal to allow 2 presentations only at a County Council meeting
· Consideration of a 9.15a.m. start time to be included in future standing orders
· A print-out of presentations to be circulated to the members 
Minute No. 72/10

Road Works Programme 2010

The road works programme for 2010 was presented by Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services and queries raised by the members were responded to by Mr. G. Kelly, Senior Engineer.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved:-

That the Roadworks Programme 2010 as presented, be adopted.

Minute No. 73/10

Roads Progress Report
The Transportation and Marine Progress Report as circulated with the Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 74/10
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

Minute No. 75/10

Transportation & Marine Progress Report

The Transportation and Marine Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

Minute No. 76/10

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Minute No. 77/10

Conferences/Events

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council hereby authorises the attendances of members at the conferences/events detailed at Item No. 15 on the Agenda. Following a number of questions on the recent guidelines in relation to the use of conference allocations the County Manager agreed to issue a document for the implementation of the guidelines to members.
Minute No. 78/10
Notices of Motions
(i) From Cllr. M. O’Dowd – Monasterboice Monument
As Councillor M. O’ Dowd was not present to move the motion which had been deferred from the March meeting it was agreed that the motion would not be deferred again
(ii) From Cllr. I. Munster – Road Safety Measures, Termonfeckin
The motion was deferred as the Councillor was not present to move the motion.
Minute No. 79/10

Notices of Questions

In relation to the response to the question by Cllr. T. Byrne requesting the provision of toilet facilities at Clogherhead Beach, Cllr. T. Byrne asked that a request be made to the Neptune Adventure Centre to keep their toilet facilities open on a full year basis.
 Minute No. 80/10

Correspondence

Some disappointment was expressed at the responses given by Minister M. Coughlan and Minister N. Dempsey in relation to attendances at future functions in the County.
That concluded the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: 
_____________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
